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Hon Kate Doust; Hon Michael Mischin 

KINGS SQUARE — OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 
1245. Hon KATE DOUST to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the incident on Monday, 12 October 2015, at the Kings Square construction site when a union 
occupational health and safety officer was coerced by two police officers into leaving the site before he could 
complete his investigation into a suspected safety breach. The safety officer was threatened by police to be 
issued with a move-on notice and, if he did not comply, would subsequently be arrested for trespassing. 
(1) Can the Minister for Police please explain why the police officers acted in this intimidating way when 

the safety officer was exercising his rights under section 49(1) of the Occupational Safety and 
Health Act 1984? 

(2) Can the minister please explain why the police officers in question refused to allow this safety officer to 
undergo a complete and thorough investigation of the site? 

(3) Is the minister aware that as a result of the police officers’ hasty and ill-informed actions, the head 
contractor locked the entrance to the site in order to prevent the safety officer from re-entering the site, 
locking workers in with the potential hazard? 

(4) What actions will the minister take to ensure that all police officers are aware of the rights of 
occupational health and safety officials under the act and to ensure that this kind of ill-informed action 
does not occur again? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN replied: 
On behalf of the Minister for Police, I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1)–(4) The Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union brought this matter to the attention of police in a 

letter to the Commissioner of Police dated 12 October 2015. The matter is currently under investigation 
by Western Australia Police. Any further action will be determined by the outcome of the investigation. 
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